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World of Work-Craft 

For Crystal and I, work has been 
more and better as the year has 
gone on.  Crystal has yet to go to 
Holland for work (a trip is planned in 
2017) but she’s done a lot to whip 
the accounting staff into shape at 
Enza Zaden and streamline practices 
across all North American locations.  
She’s learning a lot about  the Dutch 
ways of business.  Crystal did get 
some business travel in, to Chicago 
as well as Tampa.  I was able to come 
along for the trip to Chicago, and 
Brian joined us as well.  Deep--dish 
pizza, blues and steaks—what’s not 
to like? 

2016 saw less travel for me com-
pared with 2015.  I wasn’t headed to 
LA every other week, but there were 
still trips to NYC, Chicago, Toronto, 
Portland and Charlotte. I continued 
to expand our cloud services at 
CGNET, adding Dynamics CRM 
Online to the mix.  Late in the year I 
was given the task or ramping up an 
information security practice; that 
work will continue into 2017.  

Brian continues to serve as a 
“lobbyist for good” and got an edu-
cation bill in front of Congress.  Sean 
has managed his way through staff 
turnover and has a small but dedicat-
ed crew to help with the horses. 

Suck It, 2016 
A CALL AHAN HOLIDAY LETTER  

Yeah, John Oliver’s piece sums it up pretty well.  From celebrity 

deaths to the Finals collapse of the Warriors, the Giants’ flame-

out, the 49ers’ renewal of their lease at the bottom of the NFL… 

Oh, and the election. 

Yeah, the election.  The presidential race was like the time in sec-

ond grade when Mrs. Robbins made me eat my brother’s two 

tomato sandwiches before I could go to recess:  an extended peri-

od of disgust.  And then it was capped off by the election of The 

Donald… would you like an extra scoop of turd with that sand-

wich? 

But let’s peel back from that view.  This was a year where Crystal 

and I were able to vacation with our kids in Kauai, and with Crys-

tal’s parents in Alaska.  We both worked the entire year, which is 

not something to be taken for granted.  There were plenty of op-

portunities to play with Mona (we enjoy her Incredible Display of 

Fierceness whenever we come home).  I finished a big woodwork-

ing project.  We replaced our fence (one step closer to sealing 

Mona in).  And we got to catch up with friends all over. 

So as easy as it is to complain, really it’s been a fine year.  Now 

2017… that’s going to be interesting.  

Best wishes for the New Year! 

Dan, Crystal, Mona 

Riding the Alaskan Summertime Dog Sled, 

with our Crazy Bulgarian Sled-Mates. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ6WPo-oW5Q


Journey to Alaska 

Crystal and I took her parents Joe 
and Norma on a trek to Alaska this 
summer.  We combined a cruise 
from Vancouver to Sitka, Juneau, 
Skagway and Anchorage with some 
time going overland to Denali. 

The trip was a life-changing event 
for me.  Alaska overwhelms you 
with its size and vastness.  You take 
a photo of the landscape but it 
doesn’t capture the vastness.  So 
you take another. And another. 
There’s not one glacier; there are 
hundreds.  Mountains shoot straight 
up from the ocean and dwarf the 
cruise ships that sail among them.  
The animal life on sea and land is 
awesome and sublime at the same 
time. 

It was great fun to read about the 

history and culture of Alaska while 
we visited.  What was even greater 
was to meet Alaskans and hear their 
stories.  Why did they come to Alas-
ka?  What did they do here? What 
moved them? How has the land 
changed them?  There were no end 
of stories. 

More than anything, Alaska made 
me want to come back.  There is so 
much to see, and so many opportu-
nities to  experience the land and 
the people in an up-close-and-
personal way, that you could spend 
a long time here and never tire of 
the place.  I can’t wait to return! 

 

2016 by the Numbers 

Best New Years wishes from Brian, 

Sean, Dan, Crystal and Danielle. 

First Time in the Snow 

So it was one of those, “load up!” 
commands followed by a 6-hour drive; 
we must be headed to see Doc and 
Wiley in McCloud.  Turns out I got to 
see some other Petters (Hannah and 
Nicole) plus some others in my Dog 
Crew—Ellie (quite the twerker), So-
phie and Zoe. 

Dad wouldn’t let me near the turkey 
fryer, but that was OK.; there were 
plenty of other opportunities to snack. 

But the best was when it snowed, and 
we got to go sledding down the hill.  
Well, I didn’t get to go, but I made 
sure everyone played safely.  Plus, I 
got to roll in the snow—total fun! 

  

  

  

10 Elapsed time (in years) taken to com-

plete the cherry and granite sideboard 

for the dining room 

2 New garden boxes installed 

7 Scotch Bonnet chile peppers harvested 

4 Extra days spent in NYC as a result of 

blizzard-caused airport closure 


